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Clinical Considerations for
Monkeypox in Children and
Adolescents

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has released considerations
for the clinical management of monkeypox in children and adolescents younger than
18 years old. These considerations are intended to help U.S. clinicians and health
systems develop a plan for managing children and adolescents with exposure to
monkeypox, suspected monkeypox, or confirmed monkeypox.

Key Points:
e Monkeypox should be considered when children or adolescents present with a rash

that could be consistent with the disease, especially if epidemiologic criteria are
present.

e Young children, children with eczema and other skin conditions, and children with
immunocompromising conditions may be at increased risk of severe disease when
they contract monkeypox.

e Treatment should be considered on a case-by-case basis for children and
adolescents with suspected or confirmed monkeypox who are at risk of severe
disease or who develop complications of monkeypox. Tecovirimat is the first-line
medication to treat monkeypox, including in children and adolescents.

e Children and adolescents with exposure to people with suspected or confirmed
monkeypox may be eligible for post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) with vaccination,
immune globulin, or antiviral medication.

For more information, visit CDC's Clinical Considerations for Monkeypox in Children
and Adolescents.

Continue to visit Information for Healthcare Professionals for the latest CDC
monkeypox guidance.
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The Emergency Risk Communication Branch in the Division of Emergency Operations,
Center for Preparedness and Response is responsible for the management of all COCA
Products.

For information about this update or other clinical issues, or to send your feedback, please
contact us at coca@cdc.gov

CDC Clinician Outreach and Communication Activity Facebook page—connect with COCA on
Facebook

Clinician Outreach and Communication Activity—resources for healthcare providers

COCA RSS Feed—subscribe to be notified of conference calls, updates, and CDC guidance
for health providers

Crisis & Emergency Risk Communication Training—training program that draws from lessons
learned during public health emergencies, and incorporates best practices from the fields of
risk and crisis communication

Health Alert Network—CDC's primary method of sharing cleared information about urgent
public health incidents with public information officers; federal, state, territorial, and local public
health practitioners; clinicians; and public health laboratories
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